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An Investigation and Research into the Professional Challenges Teachers
of "Welfare" are Facing

Jun SHIRAISHI

Abstract © With an aim to provide sound education, teachers are continuously making an ef-
fort to identify the difficulties in their professions, as well as the knowledge and techniques re-
quired in the course of their work. In this report, I would like to focus on the teachers of
“Welfare,” which is a new subject adopted in high school, and discuss the professional chal-
lenges they are facing in relation to the current school administration and the curriculum man-
agement.

I conducted the investigation, by interviewing the teachers of “Welfare” during the period
from December 2006 to March 2007.

The subject of “Welfare” is specified as a special subject under the Ministry’s official guide-
lines for teaching in high school, but some high schools are adopting it as a general education
subject. The professional difficulties and issues the teachers are facing in the course of their
daily teaching activities arise out of unsatisfactory school administration and curriculum man-
agement of high school. Therefore, we should not solely rely on the teachers’ efforts to solve
those issues. Rather, the educational system or environment in which the teachers are placed
should be improved and optimized first. We must examine how to support the teachers with
the aim to solve those problems by recognizing the fact that such an environment requiring
improvement and optimization is present because of the particularity of the subject of “Wel-
fare.”

Key Words . Welfare Education, Subject Lesson, Upper Secondary School, Teacher In—serv-
ice Training, Teacher of Ability
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