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On the Thought of the Origin

Shigeo Ono

Abstract : This paper argues the notion of the origin focusing on that of the abyss.
First, we reveal Hidegger's notion on the origin, developed in his lecture, from a genetic
perspective. In the lecture, Hidegger emphasized the origin of Hélderlin's poem.
Then, we discuss the theme further considering Rousseau's point of view. Rousseau
appreciates the origin as the essence. Above all, he drew attention to natural man and
thus making it clear that humans are not within the category of animals by the fact
that they have knowledge about the inevitability of death and the fear of it. Finally, we
mention Meister Eckhart's idea of the abyss within the soul, which is the destination
humans could arrive at by breaking away from themselves spiritually. That is to say, we
become one with God and are able to achieve unity with God, and so our existence will

be complete.
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