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Home Care Promoting Program and Long-term Care Finance in
Tsurui Village, Hokkaido:
The Role of Local Government toward Sustainable Long-term Care
System

Jun SAKURAI*, Yasuo KADOWAKI*

Abstract: This paper examines the significance and the challenge of local government to develop a
sustainable long-term care system in Japan by studying the case of Tsurui Village, Hokkaido. Main
purpose of home care promotion program by Tsurui Village was to reduce the burden of social insurance
premium: that is, local government tried to contain the expenditures of Long-term Care Insurance special
account by paying some benefits for home care, relatively cheaper benefit, through general account. In
the result, the expenditures of Long-term Care Insurance special account have been contained as a result
of the decline of recipients and benefits of facility care, and the burden of social insurance premium was
reduced. But, the level of facility care need is still high, so the challenge is to shift the need to home care
use. Local governments are expected to satisfy both of establishing long-term care services network and

the fiscal management of Long-term Care Insurance by bringing many private organizations into play.

Key words: Long-term Care Insurance, long-term care services network, home care, Long-term Care

Insurance Special Account, General Account
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