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Evaluation of “Nursing Discussion Forum” and Future Issues

Hisako SUGITA - Fusa KARATSU - Kaori NISHIMURA - Sumiko FUKUI

Abstract

Purpose : This study was conducted to evaluate “Nursing Discussion Forum” by the participants. This
forum has been held on a continuous basis for last three years. At the time of the first forum was held, all
the participants were the first-year nurses. These meetings were part of the research for the “Clarification
of the Process whereby Novice Nurses Gain Practical Clinical Wisdom and the Development of Tools

for Evaluating Nurses’ Career Formation”.

Method : A self-administered questionnaire was administered to the participants of two hospitals in

Hokkaido. The survey data were analyzed statistically and qualitatively for each hospital.

Results : Of 37 participants, 13 participants responded to the questionnaire (response rate of 35.1%).
Majority of the participants noted they had decided to participate in this forum to share their experiences
with other nurses working in various hospital wards. More than 70% of the respondents reported being
satisfied with the outcome of the forum because they had the opportunity to learn from others’
perspectives and ideas in the clinical practice and to reflect on their nursing practice. For about half of
the respondents, the reasons for absence from forum were work and other conflicts. The operation of the
forum was given a generally favorable evaluation. Many of the respondents stated that the forum would
be also helpful for mid-career nurses (i.e., 5 th- to 10th-year nurses) and that they wished to attend the

forum in the future, too.

Conclusion : In the future, it is necessary to closely examine topics suitable for forum. The operation
and management of the forum should be also considered towards securing participants while allowing
them to decide when to join and drop out. The survey suggests the need to include mid-career and expert

nurses in discussion forum in the future.

Key words : clinical nursing practice, novice nurses, continuing education
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