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The Development of "Fingerprint Novels" in Japan (2)

Kisho INOUE*

Abstract @ This paper focuses on the appearance of fingerprint collectors in "fingerprint novels" in
interwar period Japan. The expectation of fingerprinting at the time was to eventually control all people,
not just criminals, and the study found that the target population for fingerprinting was gradually being
expanded to achieve this goal. The relationship between such trends and "fingerprint novels" is

discussed.

Key Words : fingerprint, representation of fingerprints, detective story, inter-war period in Japan
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