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Abstract

Objective : We provided dental care support activities cen- plementation record”, and “daily report”. The relationship
tered on oral health management to disaster victims from between the change in the number of shelters and the
September 10-24, 2018 in areas devastated by the 2018 change in the number of dental support supplies was ana-
Hokkaido Eastern Iburi earthquake. We investigated the re- lyzed using Spearman’s correlation coefficient.

lationship between supply and demand of dental support Results : For dentistry support activities, there were few re-
supplies, with the aim of identifying the types of dental quests for dentistry, and the percentage of consultations re-
support supplies that are needed in future natural disasters. garding oral care and denture care was high.

Method : The dentistry support activities and the number of Oral care products such as toothbrushes were the most com-
dental support supplies were calculated based on the “stan- monly provided dental support supplies. Moreover, many
dard assessment vote level 2”, “dental health guidance im- denture care products were supplied, likely due to both the
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high proportion of removable denture wearers and the aging
population in the disaster area. The change in the number of
shelters and the change in the number of supplies for den-
ture care products were significantly correlated (p < 0.05).

Conclusions : Many older people wearing removable den-

tures are expected to evacuate in the event of a disaster.
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Therefore, it is important for each local government to pref-
erentially store denture cases, denture brushes, and oral care
products to reduce the risk of developing respiratory infec-
tions, and to be prepared to provide appropriate oral care

even in the event of a disaster.
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