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The Formation of Japanese Modern Courtesy and Etiquette (2)

Akira USUI*

Abstract : In this paper, I outline the formation of Japanese modern courtesy and etiquette in
the latter half of the Meiji Era by examining manners and customs, school education, the mod-
ern Emperor system, and etiquette books. In Section 3, I study the formation of Japanese mod-
ern courtesy and etiquette during the period from ca. 1887 to the last years of the1890s, dur-
ing which old abondoned manners and customs revived due to the general restorationism and
nationalism, the educational policy of making schoolgirls “wise mothers and good wives”

(kenbo-ryousai) was developed by the Ministry of Education, and teachers and pupils were
bound by a rule to perform a ceremmony on national holidays which began with making a
very deep bow to the Emperor’s icon (goshinei) and ended with singing a song in praise of
the Imperial House. While many books on the properties for women (joreisiki) were pub-
lished and the consecration of the Emperor and the Imperial House was strengthened through

ritualization, sexism and formalism in courtesy and etiquette was weakened little by little.

Key words : Japanese modern courtesy and etiquette, manners and customs, school education,
the modern Emperor system, etiquette books
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