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Preference for High Frequency Sound in One Language Retarded Child

Megumi Yaman  Shigeru Nakano

Abstract : The reception of sound by a language retarded child was examined. The case was a
7-year-old boy, who rarely spoke or received what was spoken to him but mimicked commercial
songs. Seventy-nine commercial songs or melodies were presented to him. He showed preference
for 35 commercial songs or melodies but paid no attention to the other 44. Those he paid attention
to had high frequency components or had the high fundamental frequency. It is inferred that such
acoustic properties enabled him to discriminate the sounds from environmental noise. This finding
provides useful information for planning the treatment for language retarded children.
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