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A Comparision of Submillisecond-Timing Methods on Windows PC.

Keiichi Sarro - Tetsuya Kochr*

Abstract : Accuracy and reliability of three submillisecond-timing methods, a function Query
PerformanceCounter(), an instruction RDTSC, and a method IReferenceClock::GetTime() was
evaluated under the Microsoft Windows operating system. Measuring frequencies of voltage
alternation produced by the three timing methods revealed that the QueryPerformanceCounter()
function and the RDTSC instruction performed at their expected, nominal frequencies, but that the
IReferenceClock::GetTime() method did not. Then, the QueryPerformanceCounter() function
and the RDTSC instruction were implemented in a test program which recorded the clock ticks
corresponding to duration generated by an external chronometric computer. Analysis of the counts
of the ticks showed that the two techniques have high precision sufficient for submillisecond timing

on Winodws PCs.
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L —F 7 AT (Windows operating system)

[F L &I

% < ODLEREFERITE O TR % IEREICFHEF
B2 8, BIOEDLNRELNIHE > TEREHI
HTHZ L, FOEBROMEZRD HEERE
KDO—>THD., At o—FEHH L CERF
@%ﬁvﬁu,%®3yfz~&§%ﬁ%ﬁ%
HECRAWOND Z A ~DFEIZRIZTZ LI
5.Lkﬁof,%%7m77AWTﬁbM6%
FIRBEDBEHSC A Y v ROFHEIZ OV TE 31
RETT O E RN H 5.
< A4 7 o Y 7 k# ®OWindows 0S ( LL T
Windows) ~C & ¥ fH] B8 DAPIRE H 23 v < D 2>
I TV, ZOFTHLIYRAF—F—
TOFRIZFIACTE 2 EEE D MEL RO
QueryPerformanceCounter()B # 1% ==

*  JtiREHESEAEEN KBOR

—ZHIEOERTIES b TEY, Z
OB EZFIH L7 % A (MacInnes & Taylor,
2001) HIERENTWVS.

% < DEZERICBVWTHEE SN ARSIV
HE ORI A —F—1XI VR THS. LL,
QueryPerformanceCounter()BE %73 & B4
BT —OREEIE IMHE T HEL, X
DEVKHEOA— 4 — T Z OB ERE & R
T5Z &@T%é&%z%ﬂé %%,%WMM
and Brown (2003) 1%, #8072 7" v 775 A&FEDIL
L@@@%ﬁofg<®:/tn—&kflmi
DbEWRRIZELKAETESZ 2R,

Windows £ TH 7 X U B OFHRRLHIEIZFIH T
X AHFEBMZZ2>H 5. —DiFPentium7 -t v
+ORDTSCAHr4 (Intel, 2004) THY, bH—
DlFDirectX?d = R —R > FTh DDirectMusic
WX DIBEESHDAPIDO A Y » K (= & 2 iXIRef
erenceClock::GetTime()) T 5. RDTSCHy



J Psychol Sci No.2 2006

BT EMZ L W D @ U o & — I &
L FRRE N ERL S D . —F DDirectMusic
D7 vy 7EEAY Y FTIE, KD MHRE X
B X %100 nsTdH B (Microsoft Corporation,
2003)..

AT, 7 IV —F —OFROHIE DS
ARETHDLEZOND 2L ZDFIEDLE -
RETEAT 5. FRlS, APMEBY OMERELHET D
7, TLTHREDORWERBFIRETH DD &N
DRICERT 5.

A&

N—RKOx7

TARIVEL—F ZHREFEOMEL R
HlebDarsta—2 (UT, A arsEa—
HZLEIER) & LCDellftfl ) — FEIR— Y F L
1 B 2 — ZInspiron 300023 US4 7-. CPU
tdA 7 kB Mobile Pentium-MMX (7 = v 7 JF
%1233, 86MHz), A€V —(I64 MBTH Y, 0Si%
Windows 2000 Professional ThH-o7z. ¥£7=, ¥
U7 n1/0= > hre—3F (UART) & L TPC16550D
& HEHMED & HIEB DA ZT N TV,

NERETRF IV Ea—42 SEHEHEa B —F
& UTONECHEL ) — REILR— Y F Ly B a—H
PC-9821 Ne2/340WASFH B HL7=. CPUILA > 5 /v
#1:8486486CPU & A #alt D & 2 AMDAEHUGX86 (7 11 &
7 JEAE133MHz), AE VL35 MBTH 7=, 0SiE
HZAGEMS-DOS ver 5.0CHh-7=. F/, YU TV
[/0z2> b —F & LT uPDS251AMER ST
7=,

DAy Ba—FIZZFALRE L N— LI
ENs 0 ZHREMED > T2, Ty
X DR E D SCEMEIE307. 2 kHz TH Y, Zhig,
TDHTENBLES 26usZ &i21E], EEH
MEFBZEEBRLTVWD (TAX—FT7 T4
b, 1995; FHH, 1994).
vyI7bhkozx7T

TARAVEL—2RBRITOGSL TAa
Vao—4% FCEATLI w775 (IR, 7A b

a5 A ERES) IIMicrosoft C/CH++ TEXH,
Microsoft Visual Studio 6.0%ffi->CEJ KX
Nz, 2B, TR0 T T LDORDENIZON
TR 5.

QueryPerformanceCounter()Bi4, IRef
erenceClock::GetTime() # ¥ v K, B X W
RDTSCAi Tl Lo TERIhd 7 m vy 7 DfF
BB, AWE TE F 1 193182X10° 10
X108, £ L T233.86X100 HzThHh o7, T DD
5, QueryPerformanceCounter()iz B L T
%, TR oy s OFEEEESE D 120K
QueryPerformanceFrequency() Cii 7= &
Toh 5. £7z, IReferenceClock::GetTime()
AV ROXUL, ~A27u) 7 hOXRT a7
F<—XY 77 LA Microsoft, 2003)0:5 D
fET® Y, RDTSCHrm B L CILCPUIE ) % i/
WHEL 2T 02Tl TELNFETHD.

TANT BT T LAOEITREIIMOT TV Fr—
arZul I AFETIRN TP, X
bIZ, Ny 2 750 RTETENDE T aEAN
D D% B /NRIZINZ D72 0DIZ,
Brown (2003) (2725, T A N u s an7 o
TABLOA VY MEEENPERBIZS & ETF D
niz.

NEfEtRa VY Ea—2BTOT 5L SEREHHEE
A L—FTEFTEINDLG w75 (BT, 4t
e 7' 0 75 AEES) [ICERBTENPNTE
D, Microsoft C/C++ 7.00&ffE->Tar A L&
U v 7 M fThhiz. ZoNEFHEE 2 7T 50T,
RRENSICZ A DRZ L R—DH T NEERREET
XL E0ThmoTWVE. TS T ADRDE
WIZ DN T HFZIZIRRD Z Lzt 5.

Chambers and

FZx

BALRAZNR—ORRBTA b SRR
VB2 — R ITHARRAFENTF A LARE N —DE)
TERBEE AR T A0, Z0h 72 2R
THTIRAE ST UL 2O B A RIE L.
BARMIZIZ, VY TAR— PO AT EN D
BIEZ1000 7> b Z & BE, HDWIEE



MOERANE(LESE, FOREEKET VXL~ /LT
A—#& (Iwatsu ElectronicttHIVOAC 82) THIE
L7z.

T UH N IVTF A —F T ORERE R 1X0. 153
kHz & 72 o 7=, JBIE 72 B #ER0. 153 kHz %, Z
DT IENZNTFA—FORIE - BTBETERE
LTh Y ZOEFEAH~MET S LB L%£3.27
*0.02us & WV OEIZ/R D . FBITR L7 3CHEMES. 26
psiXZ O#EHEICEENTEBY, AFEHEE=
Ea—BDEA LA R=NAFRER Y OPERE
EHLTWAZ LR INT.

TRARIVE2L—2BLUVTOT S5 LOER
TR BHEFEONRT 4 —< A EFRDHH]
2, AR Y a—FL 7l LA0FET R
NEAT o7, ZOFT R N THE, AN REEF 2 B o —
EMEDEFIZRHLTTA Marta—42RNED
WINEST DT a 7 LR LE. 2o rs
DTN T O REFE DA EN TV h o
7o, BT A MI2BEDa s Ea—FE2L YT
=TT LTI CER S NTZ. FRTT A b
Bty v a bRy, &%yl s VIZI0ED
BATM D725 T,

FRATIZRD X 5 BRI TH#IT L7z, FRIT A b
Ta s nX, £, SNEERETT R ST AL D
BthER 2D, THE2ZITIS LR 1
7T LNEEEEEED. SMNBRE TS T A
IREESZITERS &, BESNIZA T NS
BALARZ L N—=THY v NERRBETH. AL
AP NR—=DA T ENEDH T MRIZET S
&, NEEHET O ST MNIERIT A ST A
~ETEBERY, 20T 7T A0S0 E%
o, —FH, BRITA N0 I LI 0K TE
BEZITED LAMER T 0 7T ANREES R
%5, IGEEEEZTR A 71 7T A
%, EBIZHA LAZ L N—Dh T B lE 5w
BY, ThEZTHETDH. XA LARAZ L A—DHY
v M EEL02, 108, 104, Z L TCI08TH Y, —D
Dy a TEHNWTILOI T MRV S
iz,

ZRIOVIDEARBOER FHEEFiE

DEEREEZEREE No.2 2006

DRI ay 7 OBERKEEZHERTL129
W, TNENDOFRIRFIEEZE T U 7R —
FOBEEELESE, TOREEERIBOT Y
ZNw ) F A= TRIE LIz, EEZEOEH
=2 DOFRFFEDOREEIZG U TRD b vk,
QueryPerformanceCounter()R8 %k % f# - 7=
BAOIUAM BT O v F#i32, IRefer
enceClock::GetTime() # ¥ v N D %5 1320,
RDTSCHim D%HA13400L L7z,

QueryPerformanceCounter()BE¥ D4,
T 7€ JB I #0130, 5915+0. 0015 kHz & 72~ 7=, 1/F
HMoh oy N2 Th o7 DT, Z ORBEHEM
ZRT D7 vy 7 OFEHITA.183£0.003) X
10° Hz & W9 Z L2725, [FfkiZ, Ireference
Clock::GetTime() £ ~ v K TiX(9.09%0.03)
X 10° Hz, RDTSC#p 4 T (233.8%0.6) X 10° Hz
MENEZOBR vy 7 OREEICRS. L
7= 2 o T, QueryPerformanceCounter()
B % *RDTSCav & 1%, 27 v 7 OFK
BITAMMEIZERECETH S EF 250,
IrefrencClock::GetTime() A ¥ v FDZ i
APMEE DNTEEN = b D Loz,

FRFEDOTRA N AFMEBE Y OBERKE
T & o 7=QueryPerformanceCounter()B #
ERDTSCA A IZ DWW T, & DEIFMERE % F1if 3
DD TOXE I RT A NE{folz. ZOT A
MIGHFFIEZ LIy a bR, By
va JFIEIORITTHER I TWE., £y
Ta T, BN UHRD LI —ERE IR
FHEF T 0 7T AN N AT, BRAT,
PUTFO XS ZRBENMTbN-. 2B, #hEho
v Ya IZIEI X103, 2X 103, 3X10°%, 4X10%
HDHNIEX10DWNT IO T M HW D
niz.

TANTw T T LX, SMRER T 0 7T AND
DRRBEE 22 TR URBEREZED, EbIC
HREFEZLOBR/ ny JEETRE TS, KT
EREZITMoTGE b ERRIC, WEEEFEE-
Thrb3 IR/ ny VLT H. FL
T, RTROZ vy JEP LR D 7 1 v 7 fE



J Psychol Sci No.2 2006

BV A SRR LICEHE LT 5.
ZFOMDOIRDBENIRTROFERTT A M7 e /5 A
CEICTHA.

HBREES

FEFICEITSRE

TANT BT T MR E TR R L—F
WL o THEFIFREIDE Ul v v Z a0 iEsk &
Niz. ZZTiE, MEMICEL CTHERET VA
WEL, FEEHFIRAEEDE (FE) %
ST 5.

HfRE XA LAZ =D EIT L ME
oy &T5H FOMITLXK103, 2X103, 3X10°, 4
X103, HBWIILEX1I0GDWTINTHS. £,
HHHGFIEOD T F OB EQHz, 7 A L
AH L R—=DFNEYPHz LT D &, FOEHEFE
ol xICMifFINE U U 2 ELS

i=vop? (1)

Thd. Dk, ZOIEERELTFESZEIZTS
EAME LarLans, RREICEHKINDD
7V&ﬁiﬁ®®i5’iﬁ6&w 2,
BEZIILT T o X LR EHBERNEEE 52 5
#%T%é SbIZ, ZODEEKe L pDfEIC
i%@7n77A_4/7)%/1éﬂ5;&_
LBAEBIIEEINL TR, SEIOFHETIE
ZA LR =D I Y o FF L OFHEEFER O
AT EDONTRIZH L TH, ThHDfE%: 7o
7T LTHAET LV I REABTOI TS, =
D DB IIRD TR ThN DX Th D
M, FRTHIK OTNRBIE (B 5L 1%CH
WA D) 1TT 5 Z LT,
INOEZBELIEET, FHEFEMCERICE
InNsh 2B (EE) 2ET7MMET 5.
F9, FHEFREAOD U U Z OENE TRIELY
BL7ZE% apHz («lTEHH) TET. Bl
1%%@(L#L&ﬂgufk%‘w)f%&5%
DEFTH. ZhITLY, BIERIIRIT 2 AR

WEHDLWVITAHELY AT/ NI fEE 7
D,ﬁ?/&éﬁﬁf@@ﬁ:ﬁ RETHZENTESD
FEEIS, ZA LRB L N—Dh 7 X R
MEAEE LUIfEE BYHz (BT L945. 2
DRI LFED o« ERIFRDIREZRITS.ZF LT,
INSZME - TEHEFEMOT U o Z OERIFEL
BRI L,

=va@B 1Y ‘+% (2)

t
Eed

LhrBd, ZZTeli T A LRTFTHY, T0H
FEIT e Thr T35, B, I Z0H)

RICITBEDHE L EE L2, T THRLX
DHKREL RSB EIFELRD. ZALOEGIT

EBDEIZE>TRED

REEDETILIE
T—RICHLEDWERELY FHEFFEATR
LD ER mmE@fh@k%é(F#E)%ﬁ
FEH D0, HimfEticxtd 2 EAMEtOL 2
ﬁfé.ﬁﬂﬂﬂmwm%pk#éa,%ﬂ

_t
PR
vV

L )
v !
—aBitre (3)

LD 12720, e/ (vop) B Tek LT,

o DIEZRET —FNbRABEL-THDE, X
A LAZ U N—RIDOIREAS 7> MR L BT
©, QueryPerformanceCounter()Ed ¥ o 3
B X %£0.999, RDTSCH~DBE I L 21,0002
Elpolo, RELY, thp?d5HBRK(B) DeTEE
NDETDEHNTOTHDHDT, b DEITE
DEFEaBOETHLLEEEZTELIXZBRNT
bHAI. LT, ELLDOHBEFETHLRERT
1T 77 N2 E oD,

AERREALDRELY ZDap 1OfHEIT
MOFETHRABELLZEHTE L. FNIUT

— 100 —



BRHREFRIED D WIEZ A AR Z =D RNHE
WL, TUVANCNLF A= EfEoTEHELNE
ZNOOFEREREEE DHAEFHAT S, WEET
DFERICA L THRARDB &, FiFEIXed 5T
BEITapb W BYITHEYETSH. Zh btk
Phal BEENENGEL, ZOEEME-T
aB P ERDLDTHD.

FT, B FEAOBEZRTHRE o Z2KD 5.
QueryPerformanceCounter()
8 L ORDTSCHv & DAF I v v & BT
F N F 1. 193182X10° Hz3 X 1233, 86X 10° Hz
Thole. £z, EREEBIT LN EH(.183
+0.003) X10° Hzd KX TF(233.82£0.6) X 10° Hz
Tholz. ZTNDHOEMSAFEEEICT S
ERERHE O EBELZEBLTCEFEST D L,
QueryPerformanceCounter()B8%% <i%0. 991
+0. 003, RDTSCAn4 Tid0.9997+0. 0025 & 72 %
INORaDEICHEETLIHDOTHY, i % oy,
"“EY . LT 5.

WIZHE A DA R—RIORIESREL B ZKD D
DTH DN TIIERBOWEE, 2LV AU
VEORFEAPMOLEFHET L LT D, FA
DABRR—=DH T OEHELNT, AHET
3.26usDOFEV3.26X10°¢ sTh-o7=. E£7=, FEH
AR HHE U 7B X (3. 2720, 02) X100 sT
bole. BEIZHTHREDOLRBICHEL, £
DAEIX0.997+0.006 &£ 72 5. ZOfEi% Bt TERT .

INOLDEZMFEST, HHTHRB)Da B 1%

EEDOES ERWTHET S &,

—
y — —

0.991,

o B i= 0. 993 (QueryPerformanceCounter( 5
aB_l: 0. 9997

arBt_lz ——1 0002 (RDTSCH4),
LR, WINRBEILT—FPLEHLELD L

TVME & 7o Tz,

FEDH

QueryPerformanceCounter()fE % & L O

OHRLAERBTFEACE No. 2 2006

RDTSCH &2 X AaHRE T, HiRfE L OFEZEIT
1R bRV KE I ThoTz, £/, ZThb
DOFEITIAHEBY OEEEZ LTV, L
Mo T, Windows PCTEHEIRCHIEZ1T 5 HAICIT
WITNDPDOFELZHHT D04 FE LV,

—7, IrefrencClock::GetTime() A ¥ v
T FERE R AR RE S B> TWw
:.@ﬁﬁﬁ&?@%ﬁﬁ%ﬁéh@w@f&ﬂ
X, AT 5 ONCAMER O R E % > CENMER I
BaEfNDDHZEBRMNEILRD. LER-T, &t
B - HIENC 2 OFEE AV D DOIXTE BT 8T
7ZIEIDBLNTHA 9.

EZ AT, BEMEIIET V¥ LA REENREEN
TWAR, BEICIEZFOEENIIERSMIIHES
TWAZENEE LV, FEMITE T L0, ZA
DAB L R—DOFERETIZOWEER LTS X
I ThDH. —F, KIRFEICERT EZEDS
FIZDOWTEHR OV L 5 BRI RIZITE -
TV, SR%IZZOREF LI EZED TW
AN

5| FA 3k

TAX—T 774 L (#) (1995). PC-9800%
V=X 77 =ANT—27 7 CD-ROMAR
HARDWAREf® 2iR 7 A % —HR/

Chambers, C. D., & Brown, M. (2003) Timing
accuracy under Microsoft Windows revealed
through external chronometry. Behavior Research
Methods, Instruments, & Computers, 35,
96-108.

Intel Corporation (2004) IA-32 Intel Architecture
Software Developer's Manual, Volume 3: System
Programming Guide.

MaclInnes, W.J., & Taylor, T.L. (2001) Millisecond
timing on PCs and Macs. Behavior Research
Methods, Instruments, & Computers, 33,
174-178.

Microsoft Corporation (2003) Microsoft DirectX
9.0 SDK Update (Summer 2003) Programmer's

Reference. <http://www.asia.microsof

— 101 —



J Psychol Sci No.2 2006

t.com/japan/msdn/directx/download No.d5 K% PC8 Y — XD /N— R L V7 |
s.asp> (20044E5H19H) —386 & 486~ 2 A AEUNZ g — CQHIAR
HH I (1994) kT > U R & HHFSPECIAL

— 102 —



