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Characteristics of Attachment Relationship between Infants and
their Caregivers in Day Care Centers .
Comparison with Mother-Infant Attachment

Kiyomi Konpo

Abstract : This study examined the characteristics of attachment relationship between in-
fants and their caregivers in day care centers in comparison with mother—infant attachment.
Twenty one infants reared in the day care centers and 35 infants reared only with their moth-
ers participated in this study. The results indicated that there were not any differences in at-
tachment security between the groups. However, the infants reared in day care centers showed
crying more as a tool to seek help when distressed but were more self—sufficient in other set-
tings. There were no clear concordance between mother—infant attachment and caregiver—in-
fant one in this sample although futher research will be needed owing to the small sample

size.
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