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Abstract

We examined recent literature concerning the grief of brain-dead donor families and considered optimum nursing interven-
tion in organ transplantation. The psychological processes seen in brain-dead donor families have been classified into three
or four steps, as was described in the crisis model. In clinical settings, however, the brain-dead donor families do not al-
ways follow these steps orderly. The grief of brain-dead donor families is often relieved by organ transplantation, which is
a will of the brain-dead donor. This is probably due not only to that they would respond the donor's will, but also to that
they have followed the process about how the brain-dead donor had the will of organ donation and deeply sympathized
with it. The nursing staff should offer correct information to the brain-dead donor families on neutral ground to organ trans-
plantation, and should make an attempt to provide comfortable environments with the brain-dead donor families to go
through the last time with the donor and to communicate fully with each other. Nursing care for the brain-dead donor fami-
lies is also important after organ transplantation. Coordinating efforts are encouraged to obtain the close cooperation of spe-

cialties that is essential for the consecutive mental support to relieve the grief of brain-dead donor families.



