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Research on ability among the elderly with dementia for reasoning and expressing preference about daily care for living

The purpose of this study was to clarify features of ability among elderly people with dementia for reasoning and ex-

pressing preference in the situation of daily care. Selected subjects were 24 elderly persons with dementia living in a nurs-

ing home. This study examined their responses to the inquiry about the situation of daily care for living.

The results suggested that the subjects were able to express their preference about proposed alternatives; however,

whether the preference stays in a same way after certain period of time, or whether it would be affected by cognitive dys-

function was possibly depends on the situation of inquiry.

On the other hand, it was found that subjects had their own reasons for most of choices they made no matter what

changes they made after the certain period of time.

Thus, it was suggested that ability among the elderly with dementia for reasoning and expressing preference should not

be discussed simply under the relation with dementia nor cognitive dysfunction.

Key words : elderly with dementia, decision making, expressing preference, reasoning



